
Last Updated 10/7/21 
 
 

 
1 

MICHAEL ESMAN CHERNEW 
 
Office Address:  
Department of HealthCare Policy 
Harvard Medical School 
180 Longwood Ave 
Boston, MA  02115 
  
P: 617-432-0174  
F: 617-432-0173  
chernew@hcp.med.harvard.edu       

Place of Birth: Pittsburgh, PA 

Education: 
 
1986 B.A. University of Pennsylvania, College of Arts & Sciences (Economics) 
1986 B.S. University of Pennsylvania, Wharton School (Economics) 
1993 Ph.D. Stanford University (Economics) 
 
Academic Appointments: 
 
2013 – Present Leonard D. Schaeffer Professor of Health Care Policy 
 Department of Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical School 
2006 – 2013 Professor of Health Care Policy 
 Department of Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical School 
2004 – 2006 Professor, Department of Health Management and Policy 
 Department of Economics, University of Michigan 
2002 – 2006 Co-Director, Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research Program,  
 University of Michigan 
2000 – 2006 Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, University of Michigan 
1999 – 2004 Associate Professor, Department of Health Management and Policy, Department of 

Economics, University of Michigan 
1996 – 2000 Assistant Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, University of Michigan 
1993 – 1999 Assistant Professor, Department of Health Management and Policy, Department of 

Economics, University of Michigan 
1991 – 1993 Lecturer, Department of Health Management and Policy, Department of Economics, 

University of Michigan 
1991 Summer Intern, RAND Corporation 
1990 – 1991 Research Assistant, Stanford University, Department of Economics 
1986 – 1988 Management Consultant, Strategic Planning Associates, Washington, DC 
 
 
Committee Assignments: 
 
2020 – Present Chair, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) 
2019 – 2020 Member, Committee on Advocacy and Public Policy (CAPP) 
2019 – Present Member, Committee on Rising Midlife Mortality Rates and Socioeconomic Disparities 

(NAS) 
2017 – Present   Vice Chair, Commonwealth of Massachusetts Health Connector Board of Directors 
2015 – 2017 Member, Commonwealth of Massachusetts Health Connector Board of Directors 
2015 – 2016  Member, Health Care Payment Learning & Action Network (HCP LAN) Population-

Based Payment (PBP) Work Group 

mailto:chernew@hcp.med.harvard.edu


Last Updated 10/7/21 
 
 

 
2 

2014 – Present Member, Quintiles Fellows Program, Leonard D. Schaeffer Center for Health Care 
Policy, University of Southern California 

2013 – Present Member, Social Science Council, Harvard Medical School 
2013 – Present Member, National Academy of Social Insurance 
2013 – 2019 Member, Committee on National Statistics (CNSTAT), National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine 
2013 – 2014 Member, Special Commission to Review Public Payer Reimbursement Rates and 

Payment Systems for Health Care Services, Executive Office of Health and Human 
Services, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

2012 – Present Member, Standing Committee on Health Policy, Harvard University 
2012 – 2014 Vice Chair, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission 
2012 – 2014 Member, Core Metrics for Better Care, Lower Costs, and Better Health, Institute of 

Medicine 
2011 – Present Chair, University Benefits Committee, Harvard University 
2010 – 2014 Member, Standing Committee on Global Health and Health Policy, Harvard University 
2010 – 2019 Member, Advisory Board of the Harvard Pediatric Health Services Research Fellowship 

Program, HMS; Children’s Hospital Boston 
2010 – 2012 Member, Technical Review Panel on the Medicare Trustees Report, Department of 

Health and Human Services 
2010 – 2011 Member, Essential Health Benefits Committee, Institute of Medicine 
2010 – Present Member, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
2009 – Present Member, Panel of Health Advisors, Congressional Budget Office 
2009 – 2011 Member, Harvard University Benefits Committee 
2009 – 2011 Member, Standing Committee on Promotions, Reappointments, and Appointments, 

Harvard Medical School 
2008 – 2012 Member, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission 
2008 – 2011 Member, Board of Directors, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2008 Member, Value Planning Committee, Evidence-Based Medicine Workshop, Institute of 

Medicine 
2007 – 2008 Chair, Board of Directors, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2006 – 2007 Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2005 – 2012 Member, Commission for a High Performing Health System, The Commonwealth 

Foundation 
2005 – 2006 Treasurer, Board of Directors, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2005 – 2006 Director, Center for Value Based Insurance Design, University of Michigan 
2005 – 2006 Member, Disability in America Panel, Institute of Medicine 
2005 – 2006 Member, Research Advisory Panel, National Committee for Quality Assurance 
2004 – 2006 Chair, Residential Masters Committee, Department of Health Management and Policy, 

University of Michigan 
2004 – 2006 Member, Scientific Advisory Panel, Disease Management Association of America 
2004 – 2006 Member, Medical Device and Diagnostics Council-North America, International Society 

for Pharmacoeconomics & Outcomes 
2004 Member, Technical Advisory Panel on Medicare Trustee Reports, Health Care 

Financing Administration, CMS 
2003 – 2006 Member, Placement Committee, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2002 Member, Expert Panel on Medical Technologies, Medicare Payment Advisory 

Commission 
2001 – 2006 Member, Advocacy Committee, Coalition for Health Services Research 
2000 Member, Technical Review Panel on the Medicare Trustees Reports, Health Care 

Financing Administration, CMS 
1995 – 1998 Member, Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program, State of Michigan Department of 

Public Health 
1994 – 1995 Member, Advisory Committee on Prostate Cancer, State of Michigan Department of 

Public Health 

 



Last Updated 10/7/21 
 
 

 
3 

 

Editorial Boards: 
 
2014 – 2020 Journal of Health Economics  Co-Editor 
2006 – 2014 Health Services Research  Senior Associate Editor 
2003 – Present American Journal of Managed Care Co-Editor 
2003 – 2008 Health Affairs    Member 
1999 – 2006 Health Services Research  Member 
1999 – 2012 Medical Care Research and Review Member 

Awards & Honors: 
 
2016 AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting Best Abstract (Medicare) 
2014 Highly Cited Researchers (Top 1%) by Thompson Reuters 
2013 AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting Article of the Year 
2012 HCUP Outstanding Article of the Year Award, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
2009 Fifteenth Annual Health Care Research Award, National Institute for Health Care Management 
1999 Alice S. Hersh Young Investigator Award, Association of Health Services Research 
1998 John D. Thompson Award, Association of University Programs in Health Administration 
1997 Best Poster, International Society for Technology Assessment in Health Care 

Research Funding Information: 

Past Funding (since 2000): 
 
Duration:  07/15/00-06/30/05 
Sponsor: Agency for Healthcare Research Quality 
Title: Health Care Markets and Managed Care 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration: 03/01/01-12/31/06 
Sponsor: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Grant #040046 
Title: Coverage Research Initiative 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  03/01/01- 08/31/02 
Sponsor: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Title: Rising Health Care Costs and the Decline in Insurance Coverage 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  08/01/02-07/31/03 
Sponsor: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Title: The Effect of Geographic Access to Jobs on Job Sorting and Access to Health Insurance 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Duration:  01/01/04-12/31/04 
Sponsor: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Title: Managed Care and Medicare Expenditures 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  09/01/04-08/31/05 
Sponsor: Agency for Healthcare Research Quality 



Last Updated 10/7/21 
 
 

 
4 

Title: The Role of Technology in Health Care Cost Growth 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  11/23/04-11/22/06 
Sponsor: GlaxoSmithKline 
Title: Evaluating Copay Changes at Marriott: Assessing the Impact on Diabetes, CHF and Asthma  
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  12/01/97-11/30/02 
Sponsor: NIH (5P60 DK20572-21) 
Title: Michigan Diabetes Research and Training Center 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  02/01/99-07/31/01 
Sponsor: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Grant number: 036331 
Title: Insurance Market Characteristics and the Number and Type of Medicare HMO Enrollees 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  07/01/98-08/31/01 
Sponsor: Agency for Health Care Policy Research (1RO1HS09838-01) 
Title: Medical Innovation and Changes in Practice Patterns 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  06/01/96-04/30/01 
Sponsor: NIH (1 RO1 CA62246)   
Title: Increasing Mammography: Older Minority and Rural Women 
Role: Co-Investigator 
 
Duration:  01/01/99-02/18/01 
Sponsor: Agency for Health Care Policy Research (RO1H310050) 
Title: Employee Response to Health Plan Performance Ratings 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  09/01/06-08/31/07 
Sponsor: Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PHRMA) 
Title: Feasibility of Value Based Management 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  08/01/06-07/31/08 
Sponsor: Green Ribbon Health- Pfizer 
Title: Analysis of PDP Selection and Impact of PDP Benefit Design on Beneficiary Outcomes 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  08/20/07-12/31/08 
Sponsor: Pfizer/ Lilly 
Title: Copays for High Value Services and Potential Conflicts with Quality Improvement Initiatives 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  10/01/08-12/31/08 
Sponsor: Thomson Reuters 
Title: Regional Adherence Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  03/01/08-07/31/09 



Last Updated 10/7/21 
 
 

 
5 

Sponsor: RWJF/HCFO 
Title: Variation in Health Care Cost Growth 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  02/01/09-08/31/09 
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Title: Healthcare Markets and Regulation Lab 
Role:  Director/ Principal Investigator 
 
Duration: 1/1/2020-12/31/2020 
Sponsor: BCBSA 
Title: Assessing the Health Impact of the 2008 Financial Crisis on Millennials  
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
 
Active Funding: 
 
Duration:  10/01/2020-9/30/2023 
Sponsor: Arnold Ventures 
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Role:  Director/ Principal Investigator 
 
 
Duration:  09/01/2015-08/31/2021 
Sponsor: AHRQ U19HS024072 (Cutler) 
Title: Measuring the Clinical and Economic Outcomes Associated with Delivery Systems    
Role:  Co-Investigator 
 
 
Duration: 07/01/2019-06/30/2023 
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Title: Post-Acute Care Referral and Outcomes for Patients with Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 
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Role: Co-Investigator 
 
 
 
 
Duration: 6/1/2020-5/31/2022 
Sponsor: Ballad Health 
Title: Competition, Acquisition and Mergers in Rural Hospital Markets 
Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  08/01/2020-07/31/2021 
Sponsor:  Commonwealth Fund 
Title:  Providing Evidence and Advice to States Related to Controlling Health Care Spending Growth 
Role:  Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  09/01/2020-08/31/2021 
Sponsor:  Signify Health, LLC 
Title:  BPCI and Convener Partnerships: Addressing Gaps in the Literature 
Role:  Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  09/01/2020-08/31/2021 
Sponsor:  Commonwealth Fund 
Title:  Geographic Variation in Healthcare Spending & Quality Among the Commercially Insured  
Role:  Principal Investigator 
 
Duration:  12/01/2020-11/30/2025 
Sponsor:  NIH/NCI R01CA255035 (Keating/Landrum) 
Title:  The Impact of a Changing Health Care Delivery System on the Quality of Oncology Care 
Role:  Co-Investigator 
 
 
Teaching: 
 
Master’s Degree 
HMP 660 Micro Economics           2004/2005  University of Michigan 
HMP 663 Health Economics          2005/2006  University of Michigan 
HMP 542 Cost Utility Analysis      2005/2006  University of Michigan 
 
Doctoral Degree 
HMP826 Applied Econometrics    2004/2005  University of Michigan 
 
Undergraduate 
Econ 438 Health Economics          2005/2006  University of Michigan 
EDC-186 Intro to Health Care Policy  2008   Harvard University 
HC 750 Health Care Policy   2008-2013  Harvard Medical School 
US in the World 11: American HCP  2010   Harvard Medical School 
USW 11 Global Health & Health Policy  2019   Harvard University 
 
 
Dissertation committees: 
 
Chair or Co-Chair 
 
Patricia Butler 1996 MD, DrPh Medicaid HMO Enrollees in the Emergency Room: Use of 

Non-Emergency Care 
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Dennis Scanlon 1998 PhD Health Plan Report Cards and Managed Care Enrollment 

William E. Welton   1999 MD, DrPh The Impact of Differences in Market Structure on 
Community-Wide Medicare Expenditures 

Maulik Joshi   2000 MD, DrPh Assessing Hospital Quality of Care: Is There a Link Between 
Accreditation and Mortality? 

Carlotta Gabard 2001 MD, PhD Obstetrical Care under Capitation 

Erin Fries Taylor 2003 PhD Consumer Behavior and Health Insurance Among Two 
Populations: Elderly Medicare Beneficiaries and Low-Income 
Parents 

Lindsay Sabik 2010 PhD Markey Dynamics and Health Care for the Uninsured 

Zirui Song 2012 MD, PhD Financial Incentives in Health Care Reform: Evaluating 
Payment Reform in Accountable Care Organizations and 
Competitive Bidding in Medicare 

Matt Frank 2014 PhD Innovative Health Insurance Designs: Empirical and 
Normative Assessments  

Aaron Schwartz 2015 MD, PhD Low-Value Medical Care: The Role of Provider 
Organizations 

Hannah Neprash 2017 PHD Three Essays in Physician Behavior 

Ellen Montz 2018 PhD Effects of Competition in the Affordable Care Act’s 
Marketplaces 

 
Member 
 
Jeffrey Burkhardt 1995 PhD Non-Acute Inpatient Specialization 

Kevin Frick 1996 PhD Essays on Health Insurance Markets: Asymmetric 
Information and Multiple Periods 

Mary Kelly 2001 MD, DrPh Factors Predicting Hospital Readmissions of Normal 
Newborns 

Berhanu 
Alemayehu 

2001 MD, DrPh The Lifetime Distribution of Health Care Costs 

Laura Shone 2004 MD, DrPh Deterring Crowd-Out in State Children's Health Insurance 
Programs:  How Would Waiting Periods Affect Children in 
New York? 

Betsy Thompson 2004 MD, DrPh Health Care Coverage and a Usual Source of Care: What are 
Their True Effects on the Receipt of Mammography? 

Charlotte Hebeler 2005 MD, DrPh Smoking and Hospital Costs in the First Year of Life 

Eiji Mangyo  2005 PhD Three Essays on Economics of Health in Developing 
Countries 

Karoline 
Mortensen 

2006 PhD Heterogeneity of the Uninsured: An Exploration of Personal 
Characteristics, Utilization, and Spells of the Intermittently 
Uninsured 

Ezra Golberstein 2008 PhD Essays on Long-Term Care and Aging 

Thomas Walsh 2011 PhD Explaining Hospital Costs and Utilization in the Nationwide 
Inpatient Sample 

Samuel Kina 2011 
 

PhD 
 

Competition, Regulation, and Entry Timing in Marketing for 
Pharmaceutical line Extensions 

Jeannie Biniek 2018 
 

PhD 
 

Provider Characteristics and Payment Model Incentives 
Affecting the Integration of New Technology 
 

Caitlin Carroll 2019 
 

PhD 
 

Essays on Healthcare Provider Markets 
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