
 

CONTENTS

List of Figures and Tables	 ix

Abbreviations	 xiii

Acknowledgments	 xvii

	 PROLOGUE	 Rethinking Global Integration at a 	 1 
Time of Destructive Confrontation

	 I.	 INTRODUCTION

	 1	 Shanghai’s Middle Class and China’s 	 9 
Future Trajectory

	 II.	 THE RISE OF MIDDLE-CL ASS CHINA :  
ISSUES AND DEBATES

	 2	 A Failure of U.S.-China Engagement? 	 25 
Policy Debates in Washington and Beijing

	 3	 Social Stratification and Cultural Pluralism 	 55 
in Reform-Era China: Scholarly Debates

	 III.	 SHANGHAI : THE PACESET TER IN  
CHINA’S SEARCH FOR GLOBAL POWER

	 4	 Haipai: Shanghai Exceptionalism 	 87 
and Cultural Transnationalism

Li_Middle Class Shanghai_i-xxvi_1-450.indd   7Li_Middle Class Shanghai_i-xxvi_1-450.indd   7 3/1/21   1:34 PM3/1/21   1:34 PM



viii	 Contents

	 5	 The “Magic Capital” and the “Head of the Dragon”: 	 113 
The Birth of China’s Manhattan

	 6	 From Jiang to Xi: The Enduring Power 	 147 
and Influence of the “Shanghai Gang”

	 IV.	 EDUCATION AND ART IN GLOBAL SHANGHAI :  
VIEWS, VALUES, AND VOICES

	 7	 “Sea Turtles”: The Study Abroad Movement 	 183 
and the Tidal Wave of Returnees

	 8	 The Impact of Educational Exchanges: 	 211 
Returnees in Shanghai

	 9	 Attitudes and Values: A Longitudinal 	 249 
Survey of Foreign-Educated Elites in Shanghai

	 10	 Western Influence and Illusion: 	 281 
Shanghai’s Booming Contemporary Art Scene

	 11	 Dialoguing with the West: Critiques of 	 299 
Globalization by Shanghai’s Avant-Garde Artists

	 V.	 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	 12	 Toward a Dynamic and Diverse Society: 	 327 
Implications for China and the United States

 
Notes	 355

Bibliography (English)	 411

Bibliography (Chinese)	 422

Index	 437

Artwork plates follow page 294.

Li_Middle Class Shanghai_i-xxvi_1-450.indd   8Li_Middle Class Shanghai_i-xxvi_1-450.indd   8 3/1/21   1:34 PM3/1/21   1:34 PM




