
 
 

 

Patient and Consumer Engagement in FDA’s Sentinel Initiative 
The Brookings Institution  Washington, DC 

March 1, 2012 
 

Agenda 
 

8:30 a.m. Registration 
 
9:00 a.m.  Welcome and Overview 

Mark McClellan, Engelberg Center for Healthcare Reform at Brookings 
 
9:10 a.m. Sentinel: Past, Present, and Future 

Rachel Sherman, U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
 
9:25 a.m. Overview of the Mini-Sentinel Pilot 

Richard Platt, Harvard Medical School and Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Institute 
 
9:45 a.m.  Moderated Question and Answer 

Mark McClellan – Moderator 
 
10:15 a.m. Break 
 
10:30 a.m.  Facilitating Patient and Consumer Engagement 

Mark McClellan – Moderator 
Bray Patrick-Lake, PFO Research Foundation and Mini-Sentinel Planning Board  
Myrl Weinberg, National Health Council  

 Diana Zuckerman, National Research Center for Women & Families/Cancer  
 Prevention and Treatment Fund 

Lisa McGiffert, Consumers Union  
 James Valentine, U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
 
12:00 p.m. Working Lunch 
 
12:30 p.m. Furthering Initiatives for Patient and Consumer Engagement 

Mark McClellan – Moderator 
Rachel Sherman  
Richard Platt  
Bray Patrick-Lake  

 Lawrence Bachorik, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
 
2:00 p.m. Closing Remarks and Adjournment 

Mark McClellan 
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Participant List 
  

Amy Allina 
Program Director, National Women's Health 
Network 
 
Margaret Anderson 
Executive Director, FasterCures 
 
Patrick Archdeacon 
Medical Officer, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
 
Lawrence Bachorik 
Assistant Commissioner for External Relations, 
Office of External Affairs, Office of the 
Commissioner, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
 
Carlos Bell  
Lieutenant Commander of USPHS, Program 
Manager of Sentinel Initiative, Office of Medical 
Policy, U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
 
Cynthia Bens 
Director, Public Policy, Alliance for Aging Research 
 
Dave Clifford 
Head of Public Health and Government Affairs, 
PatientsLikeMe 
 
Gregory Daniel 
Managing Director, Engelberg Center for Health 
Care Reform and Fellow, Economic Studies,  
The Brookings Institution  
 
Lynda Dee 
Executive Director, AIDS Action Baltimore 
 
Harley Geiger 
Policy Counsel, Center for Democracy & 
Technology  
 
Edgar Gil 
Senior Health Program Manager, National Alliance 
for Hispanic Health 
 
Jack Johnson 
Executive Director, Fabry Support & Information 
Group 
 
Erin Karnes 
Research Associate, Engelberg Center for Health 
Care Reform, The Brookings Institution 
 

Larry Kocot 
Deputy Director, Engelberg Center for Health Care 
Reform, The Brookings Institution 
 
Amy Kornbluth 
Director of Advocacy and Youth, Crohn's & Colitis 
Foundation 
 
Patricia Kuntze 
Special Advisor for Consumer Affairs, Office of 
External Relations, U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration  
 
Leonard Lichtenfeld 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer, American Cancer 
Society 
 
David Martin  
Director, Division of Epidemiology, Center for 
Biologics, U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
 
Mark McClellan 
Director, Engelberg Center for Health Care Reform, 
Senior Fellow, Economic Studies, and Leonard D. 
Schaeffer Chair in Health Policy Studies, The 
Brookings Institution 
 
Lisa McGiffert 
Campaign Director, Consumers Union Safe  
Patient Project, Consumers Union 
 
Bray Patrick-Lake 
President and CEO, PFO Research Foundation 
and Mini-Sentinel Planning Board 
 
Richard Platt  
Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Population Medicine at Harvard Medical School and 
the Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Institute 
 
Melissa Robb 
Project Director for the Sentinel Initiative, Office of 
Medical Policy, Center for Drug Evaluation and 
Research, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
 
John Rother  
President and CEO, National Coalition on Health 
Care 
 
N. Lee Rucker 
Senior Strategic Policy Advisor, AARP 



Rachel Sherman 
Associate Director for Medical Policy in the Center 
for Drug Evaluation and Research, U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
 
Andrew Sperling 
Director of Legislative Advocacy, National Alliance 
on Mental Illness 
 
Ed Staffa 
Editor and Writer, Office of Communications, 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration  
 
Nathan Thompson  
Senior Research Associate, Engelberg Center for 
Health Care Reform, The Brookings Institution 
 
James Valentine 
Public Health Analyst, Office of Special Health 
Issues, U.S. Food and Drug Administration  
 
Mary Vargas 
Chair, Board of Directors, American Pain 
Foundation 
 
Jessica Walrath 
Science Policy Analyst, Friends of Cancer 
Research 
 
Myrl Weinberg 
President, National Health Council  
 
Celia Wexler  
Washington Representative, Union of Concerned 
Scientists 
 
Diana Zuckerman  
President, National Research Center for Women & 
Families/Cancer Prevention and Treatment Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


